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Antipsychotic a medication that treats symptoms of mental 
disorder; used to manage psychotic issues
Anxiolytic a medication that treats symptoms of mental disorder; 
used to manage anxiety issues
Donepezil/Galantamine/Rivastigmine a medication that treats 
symptoms of memory loss; prescribed for patients with mild to 
moderate Alzheimer’s disease
Memantine a medication that treats symptoms of mental changes; 





Hippocampus a structure located in the brain; involved in memory 
formation, organization, and storage
Limbic System a group of structures located in the brain; involved 
in the control of emotional response
Neuron a specialized cell that makes up the body’s nervous system; 
involved in the transmission of information
Neurotransmitter a chemical messenger that relays signals in
nerve cells; involved in everyday life and functioning
Norepinephrine a neurotransmitter and neurohormone that gives 
the body energy; involved in stress response
Serotonin a neurotransmitter that regulates mood; involved in 
depression, appetite, and anxiety
Psychology Glossary (continued)
Acetylcholine a neurotransmitter that communicates between 
nerve cells; involved in learning and memorization
Amygdala a structure located in the brain; involved in excessive 
and aggressive behavior
Basal Nucleus Meynert a small area in the brain that deposits 
neurons; involved in visual perception
Cerebral Cortex a layer of the brain referred to as gray matter; 
involved in sensing, thinking, and reasoning
Dopamine a neurotransmitter and neurohormone produced in the 
brain; involved in pleasure, movement, and sexual desire
Glutamate a neurotransmitter that stimulates areas in the brain 
and spinal cord; involved in pain and emotion
Psychology Glossary
Amyloid Plaque a group of dead or dying nerve cells deposited 
in the brain; involved in diagnosing Alzheimer’s disease
Amyloid Precursor Protein/Beta-amyloid a toxic protein 
deposited in the brain; involved in diagnosing Alzheimer’s disease
Apolipoprotein E a protein that transports cholesterol in the 
bloodstream; involved in diagnosing Alzheimer’s disease
Neurofibrillary Tangle a protein inside a nerve cell deposited in 
the brain; involved in diagnosing Alzheimer’s disease
Presenilin 1/Presenilin 2 a protein that mutates in the genes; 
involved in diagnosing early-onset familial Alzheimer’s disease
Tou a toxic protein that accumulates in degenerating nerve cells; 
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